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PREFACE BY THE SERIES EDITORS 

 
Philology and Religious Studies are intrinsically interconnected; no serious 

form of Religionswissenschaft – neither on a comparative and historical nor on 
a descriptive-synchronic level – is possible without a solid philological fun-
dament. In the course of the last two or three decades, the philological study of 
ancient and classical texts, traditionally the very core of the humanities, has 
been either completely marginalized within university departments or, at some 
universities, even altogether banished from the academic portfolio. This ten-
dency is partly due to general policies of higher education, but one can argue 
that it is primarily a consequence of trends within the humanities themselves.  

In particular, the systematic shortening of programmes in classical lan-
guages (Greek, Latin, Sanskrit, classical Arabic and Chinese etc.) in the course 
of a reductionist university reform erroneously designated as “Bologna pro-
cess” has been producing generations of specialists in religious studies chroni-
cally deprived of a direct contact with the primary texts of the spiritual move-
ments and religious doctrines in question. While there is ample reason to la-
ment this development, one must also take action to ensure the preservation 
and flourishing of the rich academic traditions within the different fields of 
philology and of the disciplines logically connected with it, such as philoso-
phy, history of religions, social and cultural anthropology. Without these 
fields, which historically and conceptually lie at the very core of the study of 
human culture, the very existence of the humanities as a meaningful academic 
activity is at risk. 

The newly founded series Ritual Text and Contexts aims to close this gap 
and to provide a suitable forum for the study of phenomena in the field of 
tension between the major domains mentioned above. The aim is to remove 
the blurred boundaries between the analytical study of linguistic monuments 
and their hermeneutic interpretation and to make sense of the hitherto no-
man’s-land between the main subject areas. The spheres of primary interest 
will range from monographs dedicated to various case studies, via hand-
books of comparative or contrastive character up to thematic conference 
proceedings like the first volume, The Ritual Sphere, which we would like to 
herewith introduce to its readers. 

This monograph series is coming to existence thanks to an intensive co-
operation between the Series Editors and the Scientific Committee, as parts of 



the activities of the international Multilingualism Research Group (Vienna – 
Oslo – Rome), to whom belong all protagonists of this dialogue. Proceedings 
of the meetings (more than 30 as per 2020) of the Multilingualism Research 
Group are regularly published in four international monograph series: the first 
two volumes appeared at the ÖAW in Vienna in the series Multilingualism 
and the History of Knowledge, directed by four of the founders of the Multilin-
gualism Research Group – Jens Braarvig for the Norwegian Institute of Phi-
lology, Mark Geller for the University College of London and the Max Planck 
Institute for the History of Science, Velizar Sadovski for the Austrian Acade-
my of Sciences and Gebhard Selz for the University of Vienna. A further vol-
ume with the proceedings of the Berlin meetings in 2010 and 2011 has been 
published in the Max Planck Studies in Multilingualism under the title Multi-
lingualism, Lingua Franca and Lingua Sacra (Max Planck Research Library 
for the History and Development of Knowledge: Studies 11), Berlin: Editions 
Open Access, 2018, ed. by Markham Geller and Jens Braarvig. Three brand-
new volumes – in honour of M. Mayrhofer and R. Schmitt, as well as the pro-
ceedings of the Achaimenidika Symposium of the Group in co-operation with 
the DARIOSH project (Naples/Viterbo) – are in preparation for print at the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences Press.  

 
The Editors and the Scientific Committee of the monograph series Ritual 

Texts and Contexts express their joint conviction that this new scholarly 
framework will canalize the efforts not only of the members of the Multilin-
gualism Research Group but of numerous scholars interested in the revival of 
the co-operation between philological and religious studies and will grant ap-
propriate opportunities of preparing publications and concomitant scholarly 
meetings for many years ahead. 

 
Oslo – Vienna, Ferragosto 2020 

Jens BRAARVIG           Velizar SADOVSKI  
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INTRODUCTION BY THE VOLUME EDITORS

The present volume contains proceedings of the International Conference 
The Ritual Sphere – texts, practices and institutions in a comparative linguis-

tic and historical perspective that took place in March 2016, convened by the 
University  of  Verona  in  co-operation  with  the  Multilingualism  Research 

Group (Vienna – Oslo – Rome) and the Institute of Iranian Studies of the Aus-
trian Academy of Sciences. This publication appears thanks to the generous 
support of the University of Verona and its Dipartimento di Culture e Civiltà. 

In the framework of this Conference, specialists in Sumerology, Assyriol-
ogy, and Comparative Indo-European – in particular Indo-Iranian and Ana-
tolian – Studies, discussed various linguistic, philological and religious-his-
torical problems of cultic texts and practices, both intrinsically, i.e. in the 
specific context of the archaic cultural traditions in question, and especially 
in cross-cultural perspective: from the levels of ritual lexicon, text structures, 
composition of sacred texts (hymns, mantras, litanies, entire ceremonies), up 
to various levels of application of these texts in the everyday religious prac-
tice of the communities concerned and their implications for the history of 
ritual. 

Specific themes and topics of the papers united in the present volume 
include: sacred royalty and the question of official rituals between self-re-
flection and self-aggrandizement (Adriano V.  ROSSI);  royal  activities and 
meta-activities in the Ancient East between solemn sacrifice and political 
propaganda  (Lorenzo  VERDERAME);  interrelations  between  medicine  and 
magic,  poetics  and pragmatics  of  medical  ritual,  alias  “how to heal  with 
words” in Ancient Near East (Silvia SALIN); possibilities of reconstruction of 
ritual and textual traditions and/or forms of areal influence and osmosis of 
traditions, studied on the material of ritual words and actions applied by the 
Hittite  king and the priest  LÚSANGA (Paola  COTTICELLI-KURRAS);  ritual 
texts and organization of knowledge in Ancient Asian Cultures, esp. lists, 
catalogues and systems for classification of the universe in the form of lita-
nies and liturgies (Velizar SADOVSKI); worship of Netherworld deities and a 
prosopographical, social and ethno-cultural glance at the various categories 
of  persons  involved therein:  priests,  exegetes,  cultic  attendants  etc.  (Ran 
ZADOK); linguistic and pragmatic strategies applied by Vedic poets  to de-
velop  a  ‘poetry  of  grammar’  in  composing  their  ritual  eulogies  (Rosa 
RONZITTI); research into the social pragmatics of speech, incl. the linguistics 
of false speaking and verbal manipulation in the context of public talking as 
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social  ritual  (Flavia  POMPEO),  and,  vice versa,  research into foundational 
legends of temples and sanctuaries traditionally regarded as “pious frauds” 
that, however, turn out to be based on real contents in the light of the analy-
sis of their ritual and theological background (Claus AMBOS), as well as the 
ritualization of the relationship between the royal institution in the period of 
the Hittite Empire and the deities of state cults, expressed in religious devo-
tion and 'sacralization' of the sovereign as means to gain and keep hold of 
power, in a complex political situation characterized by struggles within the 
ruling dynasty (Clelia MORA).

The present volume unites eleven contributions of participants in our Con-
ference –  Claus  AMBOS (Göttingen),  Paola  COTTICELLI-KURRAS (Verona), 
Clelia  MORA (Pavia),  Antonio  C.  D.  PANAINO (Bologna/Ravenna),  Flavia 
POMPEO (Rome), Rosa RONZITTI (Genoa), Adriano V. ROSSI (Naples), Veli-
zar  SADOVSKI (Vienna), Silvia  SALIN (Verona), Lorenzo  VERDERAME 
(Rome),  Ran ZADOK (Tel Aviv). Two further papers presented at the same 
symposium – by  Federico  GIUSFREDI (Verona) and by Ela  FILIPPONE (Vi-
terbo) – have been submitted for print to a linguistic journal and a jubilee 
volume, respectively, due to previous obligations taken in the framework of 
their authors’ third-party funded projects. From the very beginning of the ini-
tiative onwards, this scholarly co-operation has been enjoying extremely gen-
erous support from our home institutions, to which we would like to express 
our sincere gratitude. 

For their enthusiasm and engagement in the intense intellectual contact, 
we are grateful to all authors involved and their home institutions. We are 
indebted to Alfredo RIZZA (University of Verona) for his precious editorial 
co-operation with regard to this volume. Moreover, we would like to under-
line the invaluable help we enjoyed for the part of the organizational com-
mittee  of the Verona workshop,  Federico  GIUSFREDI,  Alfredo  RIZZA and 
Stella MERLIN DEFANTI, all three of them from the University of Verona. 

We cordially thank Hermes Academic Publishers in Oslo and the Norwe-
gian Institute of Philology, represented in both cases by Jens E. BRAARVIG and 
Amund BJORSNES, for the highly professional and personally very pleasant co-
operation, but also for continuous scholarly inspiration, sincere friendship and 
active support in the course of our long-standing exchange of ideas – and in so 
many joint dialogues between Oslo, Verona, and Vienna.

Verona – Vienna, Ferragosto 2020

Paola COTTICELLI-KURRAS Velizar SADOVSKI 
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